[Evaluation of coma using evoked brain potentials].
Subcortical sensory evoked potentials are of growing importance in assessing brain damage in comatose patients. First, they are not susceptible to sedative and narcotic drugs; second, the investigation can easily be performed in the intensive care unit; and third, off-line results are immediately available. Subcortical somatosensory evoked potentials (SEP) proved to be more reliable in assessing brain function than brainstem auditory evoked potentials (BAEP). Our own experience with this method is illustrated by several case reports.